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16th July 10am – Special service of Celebration for the ministry of Revd Alison and 
opportunity to say Goodbye to her and her family – Please join in and stay afterwards 
for a bring and share lunch together.  
 
10 September 10am  ‘Patronal Festival’ (A Patronal Festival relates to who the church 
is named after and our church is named after Saint Mary so we will have a special cele-
bration of our life here at St Marys Church and our work in the wider community)  
 
24 September 9am and 10.30am Harvest Festival Celebrations  
 
29 September –Harvest Supper and Barn Dance –( watch out 
for flyers about this event so you can join in too.  
 
7th October -Messy Harvest 3.30-5.30pm – do come and join us 
for more fun and games at our next Messy Church  

Special Services and events coming up for your diary  

Where to find us 
St Mary’s Church, Church Lane, Burghfield. 
RG30 3TG  

Map available on our website: 
www.stmarysburghfield.org 

Contact details: 
Rev’d Glynn Lautenbach (Priest in Charge) 
The Rectory, 
Hollybush Lane, 
Burghfield Common. RG7 3JL 
0118 983 2115 or 07979151598 
glynn.lautenbach@stmarysburghfield.org  Church Office: 0118 983 6781 

of   blessing and growth for many in our church. Maybe a significant reason for 
this success is that Alison is never too busy to listen to anyone. This generosity 
brings to mind the line of the prayer from St Ignatius: “to give and not to count 
the cost”. Alison is an inspirational example of this way of living. 
We will miss Alison, Freddie, George, Monty, Flora and Arthur more than we 
can say, and we owe them a debt of gratitude. On behalf of the church family 
and the village community we want to say an enormous thank you, and wish 
you every success with your new adventure. We are so much richer for having 
known you, and we thank God for you all. 

Moving on!  

July 2017 
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As the academic year draws to a 
close, many are thinking about 
summer holidays, time off for rest 
and relaxation and quality time 
spent with family and friends. The 
summer term is also often a term 
for goodbyes as children say good-
bye to primary school and teenag-
ers get ready to leave secondary 
school.  Sadly, for us at St Mary’s it 
is also a time of goodbye. Alison 
Jones has been our curate for the 
last 4 years and is now moving on 
to her own new 
unique experience 
along with her 
family, which you 
can read about 
here too.     
I’ve only known 
Alison for a very 
short time, howev-
er the six months 
we have been able 

to work together have been such 
a pleasure.  Alison has been a real 
support as I’ve settled into the 
parish and had the privilege of 
working alongside a colleague. 
This photograph from our Pente-
cost service in June reflects the 
fun and laughter we have experi-
enced, as we have come to know 
one another.  However, so many 
others in church and the wider 
parish have built really strong 
relationships with Alison in these 

last 4 years and 
are really going 
to miss her.  
 
Goodbyes are 
never easy and 
Jesus’ disciples 
had the same ex-
perience when it 
was time for him 
to leave and go to 
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his Father in heaven. But Jesus 
promised his disciples that though 
he would leave them physically, 
they would never be alone and 
without support.  He promised 
that he and the Father would send 
the Holy Spirit to be with them for-
ever.  This is the promise we re-
membered at Pentecost when we 
celebrated again, the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. So as we say goodbye 
to Alison we pray God’s blessing 
on her, Freddie and their family, 

and send them off in the sure and 
certain knowledge that God’s Holy 
spirit goes with them into their new 
adventures in life and ministry.  
 
With every Blessing to you and your 
families as you enjoy your summer 
holidays  
 
Revd Glynn Lautenbach and everyone 
at St Mary’s  

Reverend Alison Jones 

Farewell, Thank you...and an Invitation! 

Farewell… 
I’ve been in the parish at Burghfield 
for just over 4 years now, living 
alongside you all whilst training to be 
a vicar in the Church of England. This 
summer we’re moving on to the next 
leg of the journey which God has 
called us to…and so it’s time to say 
farewell! 
 
When we first visited Burghfield to 
explore whether I might train here, I 
spotted a painted sign in a hedge out-
side the village that said:  
‘Carpenters Workshop – Apprentice 
Required!’   
It made me smile, as being a curate is 

very much like an apprenticeship, and 
by then I realized that Burghfield was 
where we were coming to live, and 
where I would do that ‘apprenticeship’ 
training.  
 
Thank you!... 
During these four years I’ve had the 
privilege to be alongside many of you 
as you’ve journeyed the joys and chal-
lenges of life: celebrating new begin-
nings, marking significant moments, 
exploring faith, and walking alongside 
some of you during the loss of loved 
ones. I’ve treasured these opportuni-
ties to share God’s love for us with 
you, and to encourage you in your 
walk of faith.  
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The next adventure… 
Many of you have asked me what I’m 
going on to do next. Essentially I am 
going to a new role in rural Notting-
hamshire. At the moment there is a 
lovely home ready for us, a school for 
the children and a very welcoming 
community who are excited about start-
ing something new.  
 
However, if I tell you that there is no-
body as yet in the church, no building 
or even a name…then you may get a 
feel for how ‘pioneering’ and uncon-
ventional a role this is (certainly for the 
Church of England!) Quite what 
‘shape’ of church will emerge we don’t 
yet know…but what I do have confi-
dence in is our loving God of surprises 
who is endlessly creative in connecting 
with peoples lives.  

 
All adventures take courage though 
and so if you’re someone who prays, 
we’d value your prayers as a family 
and to know that you are cheering us 
on. Which leads me to…  
 
An Invitation…! I’d love the oppor-
tunity to see as many of you as pos-
sible in order to say farewell. So do 
join us at St Mary’s Church 
Burghfield on Sunday 16th July at 
10am for an All Age Service (not 
our usual service time). All are wel-
come and we’ll be having a ‘bring 
and share lunch’ afterwards if you’d 
like to join us for that…or just stay 
for a coffee.    
 
See you then if not before and every 
blessing to you.  
 

Farewell to Revd Alison Jones and her family 
Alison Eves and Michael Wood, churchwardens. 

What a privilege it has been for all of us at St Mary’s Burghfield to have jour-
neyed with Revd Alison through her curacy! It is with great sadness for our-
selves that we must now say goodbye to our beloved curate. Our sorrow is 
tempered both by our joy that we have been blessed by Alison’s great gifts in 
this time, and by the knowledge that a whole new group of God’s people will 
now benefit from her wisdom and kindness. They are fortunate indeed! 
Among her many gifts, Alison has enormous energy and compassion, and she 
has used these talents unreservedly in serving God in this place. Specifically, 
Alison has led our Messy Church congregation with love, imagination and dy-
namism, often aided by the practical and creative talents of Freddie and her 
children. The highlights are too many to list, but among them we will treasure 
the memories of the “Frozen” inspired Messy, complete with “ice” grotto! 
 
Alison was called to a new level of responsibility as she ministered to our 
church family, and the wider community, through the time of vacancy after 
Revd Gill left us last May. We as church wardens greatly appreciated her calm 
and capable leadership of our church family while we went through this period 
of change. It is testament to her skills and her love that this time was a period 


