Newsletter 53 Friday 30th April 2021
Hybrid Service (in Church and via Zoom)
Sunday 2nd May 2021 - Join us for our 10am service.

5th Sunday of Easter
Readings: 1 John 4.7-end, John 15.1-8
Today’s Prayer: Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life: give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve, to the glory of God the Father.
Click HERE to access Zoom Service
This link will continue to be used as a recurring link for Sunday services, for those who would like
to join us virtually. Please download and add the dates to your calendar or simply keep using the
same link above
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Click HERE to add to calendar
Meeting ID: 858 8936 7180
Password: 508863
One tap mobile
+441314601196,,85889367180#,1#,508863# United Kingdom
+442030512874,,85889367180#,1#,508863# United Kingdom
+44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom, +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom
The PCC of St Mary the Virgin Burghfield is a Registered Charity No.1167639

Worksheets for children attached

9am Monday Morning Prayer (weekly)
You are welcome to join us once again via Zoom as we read the bible and pray together
Click HERE to access Morning Prayer
Meeting ID: 883 1469 9164 Passcode: 769633

Please pray for:
The Pingewood community, Berry's Lane, Searles Farm Lane, Kirton's Farm Road
Our neighbours and friends in other local churches
Political prisoners, those without freedom of speech or living under oppressive regimes

Those who have died recently. Desiree Partridge, Leslaw Scherer
Year's Mind : Joan Wilson & Madge Arabell Scott

Daily Readings for the week beginning 3rd May 2021
Mon 3rd May Psalm 145 or 71, Deuteronomy 16.1–20, 1 Peter 1.1–12

Tues 4th May Psalms 19, 147.1–12 or 73, Deuteronomy 17.8–end, 1 Peter 1.13–end
Wed 5th May Psalms 30, 147.13–end or 77, Deuteronomy 18.9–end, 1 Peter 2.1–10
Thurs 6th May Psalms 57, 148 or 78.1–39*, Deuteronomy 19, Peter 2.11–end
Fri 7th May Psalms 138, 149 or 55, Deuteronomy 21.22—22.8, 1 Peter 3.1–12
Sat 8th May Psalms 146, 150 or 76, 79, Deuteronomy 24.5–end, 1 Peter 3.13–end

Please click HERE to watch ‘this week’s reflection.

Foodbank have the below link that you can follow and
add to your Instagram feed:
https://www.instagram.com/westberksfoodbank

It gives helpful updates on the items that are urgently
required, feedback on the donations and how many people have been helped.
Collection Points Locally:
St Marys Church- a collection point is back in our church porch.
Other local food collection points are as below:
Tesco Express in Burghfield – opening hours 6.00am –11pm
Budgens in Mortimer—opening hours 7.00 am –9pm
Donations may be made directly to their bank account, with the following details:
Lloyds Bank, Newbury: Sorting Code 77-95-05
West Berks Foodbank: Account No. 72784660
Or, you may send a cheque payable to “West Berks Foodbank” and send to: The Treasurer, West
Berks Foodbank, 23 Charter Road, Newbury, Berks. RG14 7EW.
You may also wish to complete a Gift Aid form to add 25% value to your donation
The banks are urgently needing the following
LONG-LIFE FRUIT JUICE, CUP-A-SOUP, SHOWER GEL

The banks are low on the following:
CHICKEN STOCK, CEREAL BARS AND OTHER HEALTHY SNACKS, DISHCLOTHS
SPRAY BLEACH AND CLEANING SPRAYS, WASHING UP LIQUID
Good News! We now have our own church Foodbank contact– Anne Eatwell will collect donations from
church every Friday to take them to the foodbank as she volunteers there, and will keep us up to date on
their needs. If anyone has any questions, would like to find out how they can volunteer or can’t get down to
church to deposit your donations then please contact her as below.

Anne Eatwell- 07747 535540 or 0118 9832666

The Trussell Trust Big Church Leaders Breakfast England
I attended a virtual breakfast for church leaders right across England this week, which was hosted by the Trussell Trust
(Foodbank). There were over 200 attendees from all Christian denominations and it was really inspiring to hear of our
collective efforts for those in need.
We heard from Emma Revie the CEO of the Trussell Trust and you can find out more about how the Trussell Trust started the foodbanks by clicking HERE, their work currently as well as their vision and aims for the future.
Inspiration for their work was drawn from a verse from Matthew’s gospel in the Bible which reads: “For I was hungry and
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25:35-36)
There is sadly an increased need for support due to the pandemic and foodbank volunteers are processing more food
parcels than ever before. I firstly want to thank you all so much for your continued very generous support through your
food donations, and secondly I do encourage you to see how you can continue to support in this and other ways, all of
which you can find through the link above.
As Christians we also need to be a voice for change and collectively need to speak up and petition the government for
the best way forward, so that one day the vison of the Trussell Trust, ‘ Our vision is for a UK without the need for food
banks.’ might be achieved.
Revd Glynn

Latest Update
We have now had our first meeting of our new sub-committee and we will be providing information regularly in his
newsletter to keep you updated of our plans and ideas.
We are going to look seriously at what difference we can make with recycling items unable to go in our recycling
waste and will let you know how we’re going to do that and more importantly how we can all join in to make a difference to our environment, as we work together. So watch this space!
In the meantime:
We’re looking for a name for our committee– have you got any ideas? Could be something with ‘Green’ or Burghfield’ in the name—we can’t use ‘Eco-Church’ or any other registered name - Please put your thinking caps on and be
inspired!
You're invited to join our Fellowship Study Group as we begin our next course focussing on the environment– see
details in this newsletter
Alongside these first steps we are planning for our ’Festival of Creation’ in October this year and
hope you will join in too as soon as we publish details.
‘

Caring for Creation’

Sun 2nd May

10:00am Parish Communion (Church/Zoom)

Mon 3rd May

Bank Holiday

Tues 4th May

3:00pm Interment of Ashes

Thurs 6th May

Polling Station Voting in church

Fri 7th May

11:15am Burial in Churchyard

Sun 9th May

10:00am Parish Communion (Church/Zoom)

Mon 10th May
Thurs13th May

9:00am Morning Prayer (in Church /Zoom)
7.30pm Ascension Day Service
(in Church /Zoom)
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ begins-13th—23rd May

Sun 16th May

We at St Mary’s now offer an online donation page!
If you would like to donate, please click on the link:

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/77b371b3-68f6-4729a808-8fd58d9c589f
Thank you for supporting our ministry and mission

10:00am Reflective Communion
(church/zoom)

Revd Glynn is on annual leave week
10th –16th May inclusive

Church at Home
Live-streamed and ‘as live’ worship is available for
everyone across the Diocese of Oxford, these services
complement the prayers, meditations and worship offered by local churches.
Our principal Diocesan services take place at 10 am
each Sunday.
Please click on the link for the Diocesan website link
for any further information.

Parish Administrator Hours
The parish office hours are from 08:45–12:45. Tuesday to Friday.
Anything sent after 12:45 will be replied to as soon as possible.
Please continue to contact me via email on
stmarysburghfield@outlook.com

Daily Hope telephone line
As well as the Church at Home weekly telephone service from the Diocese, a new national phoneline offers
music, prayers, and reflections as well as full worship
services. The line is available 24 hours a day on 0800
804 8044

Dates for your diary!
11th July 2021 - ‘Climate Sunday’ with + Olivia Graham, Bishop of Reading
26th September 2021 — Harvest Festival
2nd & 3rd October 2021 — Festival of Creation

Church cleaning recommences
Please join our happy band in cleaning the church (while taking the necessary precautions against
covid19) : many hands make light work and it is a joy to care for our beautiful building.
We will meet at 10 am on 8th May & 22 May
Please don’t forget to come and help!
Thank you in anticipation! Alison and Michael
Alison Eves - alison.eves@stmarysburghfield.org
Mike Wood - mike.wood@stmarysburghfield.org

Ascension to Pentecost
In the seasonal rhythm of the church, we are still in the
’Easter Season’ as we approach Ascension Day,
which is 40 days after Easter. This year Ascension
Day falls on Thursday 13th May 2021 and we will be
having an evening service especially as we were
unable to do so last year during the pandemic.
I will be on leave as an opportunity arose to actually
physically go away, which was too good to miss and
Lorraine has kindly agreed to take the service.

We are also able to have hymns as well as an opportunity to join the service via Zoom.

To Join Zoom Meeting please click HERE
Meeting ID: 892 6315 8951 Passcode: 153699

The wider church has also claimed the period from Ascension to Pentecost as a call to prayer in an
initiative begun several years ago called ’Thy Kingdom Come’.
From their website:
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians around the world to pray
from Ascension to Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus. Since its start in May
2016 God has grown Thy Kingdom Come from a dream of possibility into a movement. Christians
from 172 countries have taken part in praying ‘Come Holy Spirit’, so that friends and family,
neighbours and colleagues might come to faith in Jesus Christ.
This praying together has been across our diversity and differences as every person, household
and church are encouraged to pray in their own way. According to our annual survey findings an
astonishing percentage of people said they were praying for family and friends to come to faith in
Jesus, and a significant number of people join in for the first time, we recognise there is much
more we can do together to help Thy Kingdom Come be fully in the lifeblood of the Church.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone who takes part will:
Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ
Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus
Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective in our witness
I would like to encourage you to participate in these days of prayer and you can visit their website by
clicking HERE where you will find prayer resources which you are able to download or order, for
each of the 11 days between Ascension and Pentecost as well as other information on how this
movement has and is travelling around the world. I commend it to you as a wonderful opportunity to
pray with Christians around the world, for our own faith, for others to come to faith and for our witness
as Christ’s disciples.

Blessings Glynn

Fellowship Study Group Returns!
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 11th May 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom
Our pattern of 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month resumes.

We begin a new course on 27th April which is a 5 session ‘York Course’ on
Topic: 4th Tuesday Fellowship Study Group- 7.30pm
The Environment
Global Warming and Climate Change
The Age of Humans
Coming out of Denial and Facing Crisis
Faith, Hope and Love

Every month on the Second Tue, until Nov 9, 2021
May 11, Jun 8, Jul 13, Aug 10, Sep 14, Oct 12, Nov 9, Dec 14
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system by clicking HERE

Please click HERE to Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 820 2931 4513
Passcode:746158

Every month on the Fourth Tue, until Nov 23, 2021
May 25, Jun 22, Jul 27, Aug 24, Sep 28, Oct 26, Nov 23
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system by clicking HERE

Please click HERE to Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 842 8715 7491
Passcode: 062993

If you would like to buy a copy of the course book either hard or digital
copies they are available HERE

Did you know that at St Marys we have a dedicated group of people called
the ‘Prayer and Healing Team’?
And in addition we also have a ‘Prayer Chain’?
It is some time since the Prayer and Healing Team have been able to offer prayers in the chancel for individual
needs, although our prayers do continue via email link for anyone who phones or emails Rev Glynn with
prayer requests.
If you have a particular need for prayer for yourself or for someone else we are very happy to offer you prayer
support through our prayer chain. We are setting up a new email link at:
prayer-request@stmarysburghfield.org. Your request for prayer will be held in confidence and known only
to the team members who will be praying for you.
Margaret Thomas - Prayer and Healing Team Co-Ordinator

Thank you all for your warm welcome to the parish. I
(Mark) am an ordinand in my first year at Ripon College
Cuddesdon, in training to become a priest. When I’m
not studying theology I teach Physics at Oxford University, and recently finished a doctorate on black holes.
My fiancée, Imogen, is a Methodist and Physics teacher in Reading.
I’m very much looking forward to sharing in worship and ministry with you over the coming months.
Mark Smith

Some have already met Mark either virtually or in person and we do extend a very warm welcome as
he and Imogen settle into the area and as Mark settles into St Marys as his new ‘home’ church. It is a
real joy to see someone develop and grow in their vocation in any aspect of ministry and I’m sure we
will all support Mark as he trains and follows his vocation to ordained ministry in a few years’ time. Do
introduce yourselves so Mark can get to know you and we look forward to getting to know him as well.
Revd Glynn

What’s going on in our community?

Fred out on his walk this weekend, where we came across woodlands full of
bluebells. So pretty!

Alison has sent the below message from WCB
Thanks you Alison!
Please click here to watch the latest video we (WCB) have made. It is a jazz quintet version
of the spiritual "Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen". I hope you enjoy it.

