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Sunday 28th Nov 2021
Advent Sunday
10:00am Reflective Communion in Church & Zoom
Hybrid Service (in Church and via Zoom, see below for Zoom details)
Readings: Jeremiah 33.14–16 Luke 21.25–36
Today’s Prayer: Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the
darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Sunday 28th November 2021 - Join us for our 6:00pm Taize Service
Haven't been to a Taizé service before? It’s a gentle, prayerful service with a short
reflection and time of silence along with joining in the singing of Taizé chants.
A calming meditative service to end your busy day, why not come and try it out?
Click HERE to access Zoom Service for the 9.00am Service
This link will continue to be used as a recurring link for Sunday services, for those who would like
to join us virtually. Please download and add the dates to your calendar or simply keep using the
same link above
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Click HERE to add to calendar
Meeting ID: 858 8936 7180
Password: 508863
One tap mobile
+441314601196,,85889367180#,1#,508863# United Kingdom
+442030512874,,85889367180#,1#,508863# United Kingdom
+44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom, +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom

The PCC of St Mary the Virgin Burghfield is a Registered Charity No.1167639

Daily Readings for the week beginning 29th Nov 2021
Mon 29th Nov MP Psalms 47, 147.1–12, Ezekiel 47.1–12, John 12.20–32
Tues 30th Nov Psalms 80, 82 or 5, 6 (8), Isaiah 43.1–13, Revelation 20
Wed 1st Dec Psalms 5, 7 or 119.1–32, Isaiah 43.14–end, Revelation 21.1–8
Thurs 2nd Dec Psalms 42, 43 or 14, 15, 16, Isaiah 44.1–8, Revelation 21.9–21
Fri 3rd Dec Psalms 25, 26 or 17, 19, Isaiah 44.9–23, Revelation 21.22—22.5
Sat 4th Dec Psalms 9 (10) or 20, 21, 23, Isaiah 44.24—45.13, Revelation 22.6–end

Please pray for 28th Nov
Reading Road, Hillside, Paddocks End and The Hollies Nursing Home, Regis Manor Road
Christingle services & our work for the Children's Society
Those struggling for basic survival, without clean water or enough to eat

Those who have died recently.
Caroline Appleyard-List, Barrie Randall, Mavis Woodcock

9am Monday Morning Prayer (weekly)
Click HERE to access Morning Prayer

Years Mind
A reminder that if you would like the names of any of your loved ones who have died, to be added to
our weekly prayers please contact Margaret Thomas to give her these details. You will need to
provide their date of death, name and their relationship to you.
For Prayer Requests - Please email prayer-request@stmarysburghfield.org

The Quiet Garden at Loves Close
Wednesday 1st December 2021
10.00 am – 3.00 pm

Start December with a gentle Quiet Day at 4 Loves Close as we prepare for Advent using the
idea of a labyrinth journey.
Bring along a packed lunch. Teas and coffees available throughout the day.
There is no charge for the day.
Places are limited so book by telephoning Margaret on 0118 983 3176

Sun 28th Nov

10:00am Parish Communion (Church & Zoom)
6:00pm Taize Service

Advent Window Trail – ‘Follow a Star’- Between Saturday 27th November to Sunday 12th December
Mon 29th Nov

09:00am Morning Prayer
Thurs 2nd Dec –Tues 7th Dec Inclusive Parish Administrator on annual leave

Sat 4th Dec
Sun 5th Dec

Mon 6th Dec
Tues 7th Dec
Thurs 9th Dec
Sat 11th Dec
Sun 12th Dec

7:00pm South Berks Concert
6:00pm Carols on the Hatch
08:00am Breakfast Church
10:00am Parish Communion (Church & Zoom)
Toy Sunday
08:00am Nativity School Rehearsal
09:00am Morning Prayer
08:00am Nativity School Rehearsal
7:30pm Session with Bishop Steven
12:00 Christmas Tree Festival
12:00 Christmas Tree Festival
10:00am Parish Communion (Church & Zoom)

We at St Mary’s now offer an online donation page!
If you would like to donate, please click on the link:

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/77b371b3-68f6-4729-a808-8fd58d9c589f
Thank you for supporting our ministry and mission

Church Cleaning
Please join our happy band in cleaning the church on

Dates for your diary

Church at Home

NO cleaning on 27th November
(clean after wreath making on 25/11 instead)
Reorder and clean for Christmas Tree Festival on Thursday
9 December 7pm
Clean for Christmas Saturday 18 December 10am

Live-streamed and ‘as live’ worship is available for
everyone across the Diocese of Oxford, these services
complement the prayers, meditations and worship offered by local churches.
Our principal Diocesan services take place at 10 am
each Sunday.
Please click on the link for the Diocesan website link
for any further information.

(while taking the necessary precautions against Covid19) : many
hands make light work and it is a joy to care for our beautiful building.
Please don’t forget to come and help. Thank you in anticipation!
Alison Eves - alison.eves@stmarysburghfield.org
Mike Wood - mike.wood@stmarysburghfield.org

Daily Hope telephone line
As well as the Church at Home weekly telephone service from the Diocese, a new national phoneline offers
music, prayers, and reflections as well as full worship
services. The line is available 24 hours a day on 0800
804 8044

Contact Details
Rector -Revd Glynn Lautenbach
07979151598 or 0118 983 2115 or Email: RectorSMB@outlook.com
Parish Administrator Tuesday –Friday 08:45 –12:45 Office location—Homebased
If you need a face to face meeting please email or call on the below to arrange a date and time
Office Mobile– 07979871608

Email: stmarysburghfield@outlook.com

To Contact the Churchwardens:
Michael Wood– Email: mike.wood@stmarysburghfield.org
Alison Eves—Email: alison.eves@stmarysburghfield.org
Website: www.stmarysburghfield.org
Find us on Facebook too! Photos and news of upcoming and recent events on our page “St Mary’s Church Burghfield”.
Address: Church Lane, Burghfield Village, Reading, Berks, RG30 3TG
The PCC of St Mary the Virgin Burghfield is a Registered Charity No.1167639

25th November

7:00pm Wreath Making

27th November

10:00am Church Cleaning

27th Nov– 12th Dec

Advent Window Trail – ‘Follow a Star’

04th December

5:45 for 6:00pm Carols on the Hatch
7:00pm South Berkshire Concert

05th December

10:00am Toy Sunday

11th December

12:00 noon—5:00pm Christmas Tree Festival

12th December

12:00 noon—5:00pm Christmas Tree Festival

13th December

Toby Concert—Time TBC

19th December

6pm Nine Lessons and Carols

24th December

4:00pm – Christingle & Via Zoom Service
11:30pm Midnight Communion and via Zoom

25th December

10:00am All Age Non-Eucharistic Service in Church and via Zoom

Sunday 26th December

Boxing Day—No Service in Church

A link to a Diocesan Service will be available soon.

Eco– Church Update
As you will remember our PCC have committed to making a difference to the climate crisis and
taking our role as ‘stewards of the earth’ much more seriously.
Our sub committee of the PCC ‘Creation Matters’, are currently in the process of working towards
an application for an ‘Eco-Church’ award (Bronze award). What is ‘Eco Church’ you might ask?
Eco Church is a project of A Rocha UK – a charity committed to mobilising
Christians to care for nature.
Churches complete the unique online Eco Survey about how they are caring for God’s earth in different
areas of their life and work. The answers a church provides will collect points towards an Eco Church
Award – the more your church does, the more points you get!
The survey takes you through five key areas of church life:
• Worship and teaching
• Management of church buildings
• Management of church land
• Community and global engagement
• Lifestyle
You can find out more information here
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-eco-church-works/
Our Progress so far:
•

We have already made a difference in several areas for example:
• changing our energy suppliers to promote the use of ‘green energy’
• provision of eco-friendly toilet paper and paper towel for the toilets
• in the process of changing all our cleaning supplies to eco friendly ones
• promotion of recycling items not able to be recycled in council rubbish collection and provision for
collecting several of these items (porch bins). Information leaflets available online and in church
• Including the recycling of any food waste from food preparation into the green council bins
• Use of projector screen for services instead of printed services
• Community churchyard work parties to help maintain the churchyard
• Festival of Creation—to promote community and individual engagement in caring for creation
• Study course and sermon series on caring for creation

•

Fabric Committee have undertaken a survey of all our lighting in the parish centre and church and are in the
process of upgrading all our bulbs to be more efficient and eco-friendly
(see further information about our Eco-Fund)

•

We have updated our registration with ‘Fairtrade Foundation’ and remain committed to serving Fairtrade Tea,
Coffee and Sugar at any of our services and events. We are working towards using other Fairtrade products.
We have committed to promoting Fairtrade during Fairtrade Fortnight (annually) and through events, worship
and other activities where possible.

•

We are looking at ‘Toilet Twinning’ the remainder of our toilets – a few have already been twinned.

•

Potentially leaving some of the churchyard around the back of church (very old section adjacent to church) to
grow wild to attract wild flowers, insect and bird life, which will be carefully managed.

•

Though unable to plant more trees in the churchyard we will be replacing the old standard roses with several
new ones (more information below)

Standard Rose Trees
In 2022, the Platinum Jubilee year of Queen Elizabeth II,
we are being encouraged to plant trees.
The PCC has decided to replant standard rose trees along the
church path. We have been researching appropriate standard rose trees and have
chosen a number which we feel are appropriate for our churchyard.
Amongst those chosen are Blessing, Peace, Grace,
Remembrance, Loving Memory and Bride and Groom. It is hoped that a special rose
will be created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee, but as yet no rose companies
have news of this.
The cost of the project is estimated to come to around £250.
So far the Royal British Legion have agreed to donate and pay for the
rose ‘Remembrance’.
If you would like to make a contribution towards this cost, in memory or
celebration of a family member or event, please notify our Parish Administrator Janey,
and we will keep you informed of how we are progressing this rather
special idea.

St. Mary’s Eco-Fund
As you will have seen at our Creation Festival, a recent sermon and from the
information above, we are working towards accreditation as an “Eco-Church”.
In working through the process the Creation Matters team has identified things
we can do to improve our “score” and, more importantly, reduce our
environmental impact.
The first of these followed an audit by Brian and Clive of all the light bulbs in use in
the Church and Parish Centre. We’d like to replace the older ones with more
energy-efficient LED bulbs.
Would you like to help by contributing to our St. Mary’s Eco-Fund to help pay for the
bulbs?
Any surplus will go towards future eco-initiatives.
Please pass any donations to Ollie or Colin by any of the usual means, identifying
them as for ‘St.Mary’s Eco-Fund’.
Thank you in anticipation.

Terracycling at St Mary’s!
We are participating in “Terracycling”, a scheme which enables us to
recycle things which we would otherwise throw into landfill. They can
be placed into the storage units in the porch. Please keep checking as
we do change these monthly, however you are welcome to store other items at home
and bring them when we collect them again.

Items for Collection for November 2021
November
Confectionery Wrappers
Biscuit Wrappers
Dishwashing/ Laundry
Tassimo & L’OR scheme
Bottle tops
Crisp packets

(More details are on the bins at church)
All brands accepted, plastic chocolate and sweets pouches and bags,
chocolate and sweets multipack outers, individual chocolate bar
wrappers
Any make of biscuit or cracker wrapper - any size
All brands and sizes of flexible dishwasher tablet packaging. All
brands and sizes of flexible laundry washing capsules and, cleaning
and fragrance flexible packaging,
Kenco coffee refill bags, Kenco coffee plastic lids, Tassimo coffee
pods and packet, Nespresso L 'Or discs
Plastic milk bottle tops. Must have either a 2 or a 4 in the recycling triangle logo bit.

Any brand of crisp packet, including multipack outers.

Other ways to help with Terracycling and playing our part in caring for creation.
We have put together a leaflet with helpful information about where to recycle locally as well as links to organisations concerned about the climate crisis.
These leaflets and a few other helpful ones are available in church to collect. Leaflets are also available on the
website.

A fair COP? (from the Diocesan e-News)
Graham Usher, the Bishop of Norwich and the Church of England’s lead bishop for the environment, and Olivia Graham, the Bishop of Reading, have spoken at the conclusion of COP26 in Glasgow:
"At COP we called for keeping global warming to below 1.5 degrees, ending fossil fuel subsidies, and securing
finance for the world's most vulnerable people who are already effected by climate breakdown.
“Progress was made in all these areas, plus cutting methane emissions and halting deforestation. We were
particularly inspired to hear powerful testimonies from young people and representatives of indigenous peoples.
“We pay tribute to the work of Alok Sharma MP, the COP26 President, and his team.
“Negotiations always have some compromises and disappointments. These impact the world’s economically
poorest the most. We must now keep up the moral pressure so that pledges are urgently turned into measurable action.
“The whole world needs to do more for climate justice. More quickly. More generously. More together. During
its presidency year, the UK can be a key player. And this includes all of us within the Church of England.
“At Glasgow, the world glimpsed the possibility of a hopeful future. Hurting God’s creation and contributing to
the suffering of God’s poorest people is not the ‘love God and your neighbour’ that Jesus commands of us.
“COP showed us the unity of purpose people of faith can bring. This encouragement should reignite in all of us
hope for our future.”

Toy Sunday—5th December 2021
Children's Society Cake Sale and Raffle on 5th Dec.
We would appreciate donations of cakes but most of all your support on the day. It will be
held after the 10am service at coffee time. Please let me know if you are able to assist
We will firstly be hosting Toy and Gift Collections in support of Berkshire Women’s Aid (BWA).
BWA is a charity that provides a Refuge, and support in the community, for women
(and some men) and their children who have had to leave their homes to escape
domestic abuse.
The time of leaving is often one of high risk and children may have to leave their homes without
taking any toys or pets with them and sometimes without even saying goodbye to their friends.
BWA provides both emotional and practical support to these families and also tries to give them
happy experiences and new memories.
The provision of new toys for boys and girls of all ages, including teenagers, and toiletries for
their mums makes it possible for BWA to offer Christmas gifts to enable families to enjoy the
celebrations as we are all privileged to do.
Secondly we are also collecting for ‘Spotlight’. Please see poster from Spotlight.

Charlotte Clarke
Community Engagement
Manager (Well-Being),
Spotlight UK
registered charity 1129258
Instagram - @spotlightuk2020

www.facebook.com/SpotlightUKCharity

Foodbank have the below link that you can follow and
add to your Instagram feed:
https://www.instagram.com/westberksfoodbank

It gives helpful updates on the items that are urgently
required, feedback on the donations and how many people have been helped.
Collection Points Locally:
local food collection points are as below:
 St Marys Church- collection point in our church porch.
 Tesco Express in Burghfield – opening hours 6.00am –11pm
 Budgens in Mortimer—opening hours 7.00 am –9pm
Donations may be made directly to their bank account, with the following details:
Lloyds Bank, Newbury: Sorting Code 77-95-05
West Berks Foodbank: Account No. 72784660
Or, you may send a cheque payable to “West Berks Foodbank” and send to: The Treasurer, West
Berks Foodbank, 23 Charter Road, Newbury, Berks. RG14 7EW.
You may also wish to complete a Gift Aid form to add 25% value to your donation

St Marys Food Bank contact person:
Anne Eatwell - 07747 535540 or 0118 9832666
If you have any questions or would like to offer help in any way please get in touch with Anne.

The banks are needing the following:

Return of the reverse advent calendar!
Please can we ask that you support as you have done previously.
Please bring items to the below before 6th December. Anne is happy to pick up any items (either for
normal collections or advent) Please call on 07747 535540 or email me on family.eatwell@gmail.com.

Christingle Service

We really hope you can take part in our Christingle service this year; we are really looking
forward to welcoming you, whether you attend physically or virtually.
As in 2020 there will only be one service held at 4 pm: however this year we can offer you the
choice of coming to church or joining us through Zoom.
PLEASE REGISTER ON EVENTBRITE FOR TICKETS HERE, as numbers are limited for ‘in
person attendance’ You will also be able to attend Zoom which also needs to be pre-booked.
If you have any questions at all do please get in touch with us.
Happy Christmas from us all at St Mary's!
Read on if intending to come via Zoom
To fully take part at home you will need to have a Christingle kit.
(If you don't have a kit you will still be able to enjoy the service, but sadly you'll have no
beautiful Christingle of your own at the end!)
A representative will be in church from 10am-1pm on Friday 24th for you to collect kits for your
children. If for any reason you can't collect we will try to deliver your Christingle kits to you,
provided you live locally.
Just let us know by sending us an email. or message
All the details to join will be emailed to you and posted here.
(If your party will now be accessing the service by more than one device it would be really
good if you could email us to say so, so we know who to expect. A note of each family name
you expect to be joining would be useful (if we don't already have this))

